SCULPTURES THAT EVOKE THE ORIGIN OF FORMS ARE THE THEME
OF TIAGO MESTRE’S FIRST SOLO SHOW AT GALERIA MILLAN
The show features 60 works including sculpture, installation and video by the
Portuguese artist based in São Paulo since 2010
Tiago Mestre, a Portuguese artist who has gained prominence in the Brazilian
art scene, exhibits his works for the first time at Galeria Millan from July 12
through August 12. The show, Noite. Inextinguível, inexprimível noite.
[Night. Inextinguishable, inexpressible night.], borrows its title from the poem Lugar
II by Portuguese poet Herberto Helder (1930-2015) and features a selection of 60
artworks that explore the issue of form and the myth of the modern project
relating to sculpture. Materials such as clay, bronze and plaster give shape to
works that are in a constant negotiation between design and unpredictability,
between plan and expressive freedom.
The set of works includes sculptures of different scales, video, interventions with
the gallery’s architecture and a large installation (a landscaping element that
organizes the whole exhibition). These works refer to the first human attempts at
assimilating the natural within projectual thought, mapping the process of
assimilating the landscape starting from the intellect. “The idea of the design as a
backdrop, as the orchestration of a system," explains Mestre.
Each of the sculptures seems to demonstrate a concise act, that’s clearly manual,
as if it were unfinished or in a perpetual state of becoming, often leaving an
ambiguous affiliation as to its disciplinary nature. The use of color emerges
punctually, not so much as a system, but rather as a resource that accentuates,
corrects or clarifies specific issues in the work. This semantic uncertainty, or
programmatic transversality, is one of the focal points of the work. The
problematization of the performative capacity of each of the works is made
evident (if not parodied) in situations such as the one of the sculpture of two hills
(a work that is both landscape sculpture and a niche for other minor works).
The video, on the second floor of the gallery, stands as a kind of general synthesis
of the show. The immateriality of this medium contrasts decisively with the
predominantly objectual side of the remaining works. In it, we see a slow, silent
and interminable transmutation of geometric and organic forms, in an “apathetic”
reference to the myth of Brazilian architecture, to its unique relationship with
nature and the landscape.
Although some architectural procedures are involved in his process—such as
sketches and scale models—his focus is more directed toward the observation of
the bodies' experience in the space, whether they be natural, sculptural, or
architectural. It seems that this intimacy between nature, space and form, is what
Mestre’s exhibition seeks to unveil.
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Biography
(Beja, Portugal, 1978). Tiago Mestre has a BA in Architecture from the Lisbon
Faculty of Architecture (2001) and an MA from FAU-USP (2016), he studied
painting at Ar.co and participated in the Programa Independente de Estudos de
Artes Visuais da Maumaus, Lisbon, Portugal. Tiago has had several solo shows,
the most recent being: Fundação, with a text by Jacopo Crivelli Visconti, Paço das
Artes, São Paulo, Brazil (2016); La Californie, with a text by Bruno Mendonça,
Centro Cultural São Paulo, Brazil (2016); Asa Nisi Masa, Galeria Central, São Paulo,
Brazil (2015); All the Things You Are, curated by Marina Coelho, Kunsthalle, São
Paulo, Brazil (2014); Speech, curated by Paulo Miyada, Galeria Virgílio, São Paulo,
Brazil (2013) and Specific Sunset, Wiels Residency Projects, Brussels, Belgium
(2009). Group shows include: Completely something else, curated by Jacopo Crivelli
Visconti, Point Centre for Contemporary Art, Nicosia, Chipre (2016); Festival Arte
Atual – Coisas sem Nomes, curated by Paulo Miyada, Instituto Tomie Ohtake, São
Paulo, Brazil (2015); Escape, curated by Jurgen Bock, Lund’s Konsthall, Sweden
(2011); O dia mais longo do ano, curated by Pedro Calapez and Marta Mestre,
Teatro de Almada, Almada, Portugal (2010), Liquid Archives, curated by Anna
Schneider, Platform3, Munich, Germany (2009) and XV Cerveira International Art
Biennial, Vila Nova de Cerveira, Portugal (2009).
Info
Tiago Mestre – Noite. Inextinguível, inexprimível noite.
Galeria Millan
Rua Fradique Coutinho, 1360/1416 - Vila Madalena – São Paulo
Tel. (11) 3031-6007
Visitation: July 12 - August 12, 2017
Monday-Friday: 10am - 7pm; Saturday: 11am - 6pm.
Millan Annex will present works from the gallery’s collection.
Tuesday-Friday: 10am - 7pm; Saturday: 11am - 6pm.
www.galeriamillan.com.br
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