	
  

NELSON FELIX PRESENTS VERSO, AT GALERIA MILLAN AND
THE TOMIE OHTAKE INSTITUTE
Over the past 20 years, Nelson Felix has been creating a series of works from various
geographical coordinates, which have come to determine the locations of his exhibitions.
As a result, almost nine years have passed since the artist’s last exhibition in São Paulo.
His return takes place in November, when Felix will present Verso, at Galeria Millan, and
Verso (meu ouro, deixo aqui), at the Tomie Ohtake Institute.
Together they set the second portion of a work created in two different locations, which
refute one another and, as such, complement each other. The first part, 4 Cantos, was
created in Portugal, in 2008, under the tutelage of the Serralves Museum and the Ministry
of Tourism of Portugal. The work, as a whole, discusses, first, a poetic reflection about
space in its primary elements - the corners, the center and the backside - and what
these places represent in our current multifaceted perception of space. Later, it explores
the ambiguous relationship present in the Portuguese language in the words ‘canto’
(corner) and ‘verso’ (backside), which have both a spatial and poetic meaning. In the first
piece, 4 Cantos, the spatial relationship takes precedence; while in the second, Verso,
focus is on the poetic relationship.
4 Cantos
In 4 Cantos, the artist traveled in a munck truck to the four extremes of Portugal Bragança, Viana do Castelo, Sagres and Faro - carrying four cube-shaped blocks of stone.
In each of the four corners of the country, the artist placed the stones on the ground and
drew until he felt he was deep-rooted in the local space. In the last city, Faro, already in
this internal space, the artist tipped over the stones against the four corners of the
exhibition space and fixed them with eight brass ferrules, on which the eight verses of
the poem Casa Térrea, by Sophia de Mello Breyner, were written.
Verso
In Verso, as the title suggests, Felix refutes the first work, forming an amalgam of the
two works and, as a result, a single piece, in two acts. The current work is born out of
the observation that the city of São Paulo, the main economic and cultural center of
Brazil, is equidistant and on an imaginary line that connects two small islands, one in the
Pacific and one in the Atlantic.
The artist travels to the two islands, these two ‘versos’ created by the poetic structure
of this work on the globe. From them, he looks in the direction of São Paulo, where he will
hold his exhibition, and nails down three pieces of brass, which constitute the three parts
of the letter A. A tribute to the Catalan poet Joan Brossa, through one of his poems,
titled Desmuntatge. This tribute is made again when the artist will nail down this letter at
Galeria Millan, in São Paulo.

Verso refers to the poetic sensation of a central location, built entirely of centers - a city
that agglomerates and centralizes, and two small islands, dots amid oceans.
Works and information
At Galeria Millan, Verso is presented in the form of an installation featuring two large
Carrara marble rings, brass objects, gold, two drawings and two photographs. At the
Tomie Ohtake Institute, Verso (meu ouro, deixo aqui) exposes the artist’s creative
process, with numerous drawings that Felix created during the development of the work,
and a piece composed of Carrara marble, gold and projections. A video, recorded in May
this year, featuring a conversation between the artist and the critic Rodrigo Naves
accompanies both exhibitions.

	
  

	
  

SERVIÇO / GALERIA MILLAN
Verso, by Nelson Felix
Opening: nov . 05 . 2013, 8 pm – 11 pm
Visiting hours: nov . 06 – dec . 21 . 2013, tue – fri, 10 am – 7 pm; sat, 11 am – 6 pm.
www.galeriamillan.com.br
SERVIÇO / INSTITUTO TOMIE OHTAKE
Verso (meu ouro, deixo aqui)
Opening: nov . 12 . 2013
Visiting hours: nov . 13 – feb . 09 . 2013; tue – sun, 11 am – 8 pm
www.institutotomieohtake.org.br

PRESS CONTACT / GALERIA MILLAN
Caroline Carrion: caroline@galeriamillan.com.br / 55 11 3031 6007
Cristiane Komesu: cris@galeriamillan.com.br / 55 11 3031 6007

SOBRE NELSON FELIX
(Rio de Janeiro, 1952) A sculptor, designer and teacher, Felix began his studies of painting
with Ivan Serpa in 1971, and graduated in architecture in 1977. Initially he devoted himself
to design and later to sculpture. In 1989, he received a grant from the French Ministry of
Culture for an exhibition he had held at the Charles Sablon Gallery, in Paris. In 1991, he
received the scholarship Vitae of Fine Arts. From the 1990s, he created marble sculptures
based on body parts or aspects of the human body. In 1994 he was named resident artist
at Curtin University (Perth, Australia) and Karratha College (Karratha, Australia). During the
same period, he idealized Mesas, granite sculptures through which he made references to
the interactions between nature and cultural objects. Upon returning to Brazil, in 1995, he
created, together with Luiz Felipe Sá, the video O Oco, which revolves around his artistic
production. His work is analyzed in the publications Nelson Felix, with text by Rodrigo
Naves (Cosac & Naify, 1998), Nelson Felix, with texts by Gloria Ferreira, Nelson Brissac and
Sônia Salzstein (Casa da Palavra, 2001); Trilogias: Conversas entre Nelson Felix e Glória
Ferreira (Pinakotheke, 2005); and Concerto para Encanto e Anel, with texts by Ronaldo
Brito and Marisa Flórido Cesar (Editora Casa 11, 2011).

	
  

